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Welcome to The King John Sixth Form Course Guide. We know that students apply to Sixth 
Form with a varying degree of clarity over their course choices and future goals. Enclosed is 
an overview of the Level 3 qualifications that we offer within our 6th Form. From this you can see 
how varied academic curriculum. Our hope is that by reading this you will feel better 
informed and more confident in your decisions.  

 
When choosing your courses you should refer to our pathways information to ensure you are selecting 
courses that match your current levels of attainment.  It is also advisable to think about selecting subjects 
that develop similar skills and complement each other. To help with this process, for each subject you will 
find the following information: 

 
Qualification: This will provide the official title of the qualification. It will specify whether the 

subject is a traditional A-Level, BTEC Level 3 or equivalent qualification, or another Applied 

General qualification. If you have a firm idea of your desired career or degree it is a good 

idea to ensure these will support your goal. You could try referring to 

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/ or https://sacu-student.com/ as a start. 

 
Overview/Skills/Objectives: This is the rationale behind the course providing an insight into 

the skills to succeed in the subject, and the qualities a student may develop from taking this 

qualification. This may help you match the course to your strengths. 

 
Course content: This will include the subject specific terminology to gain a greater insight into the 

course, and the key subject areas within the specification. Use this as a launch-pad into further 

research to ensure you are definitely interested in the subject. 

 
Assessment: This will show how the final grades are calculated. This will inform you of the 

number of exams, and the percentage of the course that is non-exam assessment. This section is 

likely to inform you of the nature of the exams and coursework for each section of the course. You 

should consider how you like to be assessed and how you usually achieve your best grades.  

 
All of these courses will be in our Curriculum Offer for September 2026. Naturally this is subject 

to change depending on several factors (e.g. number of students who select subject), but 

students and parents would be made aware of any changes to the curriculum that affected their 

subject choices as soon as possible. 

 
Please take a look at our virtual open day and website to find out more. 

 
Mr T Beal 

Head of 6th Form 

http://www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk/
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Qualification:                Accounting and Finance V Level 

 
Objectives:                    The content enables students to develop and apply knowledge, understanding 

and skills in accounting and finance. It supports learners to interpret, analyse and 
evaluate financial information within organisational contexts, and to use that 
understanding to inform decision making . 

 
Course Content:  

•   accounting concepts (such as accruals, prudence, consistency and materiality) 
and financial concepts (such as liquidity, profitability, cost behaviour and return 
on investment) used to describe and evaluate organisational performance and 
position  

•   principles, concepts and conventions underpinning accounting and record 
keeping, including the role of judgement, consistency and control, without 
requiring technical or occupational competence  

•   ethical, governance and risk considerations relevant to accounting and finance, 
including the responsibilities associated with the use and communication of 
financial information 

 
 
 
Skills: -  Be able to:  

•  interpret financial and accounting information to support organisational decision 
making  

•   analyse and evaluate organisational financial performance and position  

•   evaluate financial decision making in organisational contexts 

•   evaluate the ethical and regulatory context of accounting and finance within 
organisational settings  

•   communicate and present financial and accounting information in organisational 
contexts Complete double entry bookkeeping. Understand VAT regulations and 
returns. 

•   critical thinking and problem solving through the interpretation and evaluation of 
accounting and finance information in organisational contexts  

•   reasoning, evaluation and judgement when assessing alternative courses of 
action, performance outcomes and financial risks  

•   communication of financial and accounting information clearly and appropriately 
to different audiences, including non-specialists  

 
Assessment: TBC 
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Qualification:                Extended Certificate in Applied Science (Equivalent to 1 A-level) 
  
Objectives:   Designed for learners who are interested in learning about the sector alongside 

other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher 
education courses, not necessarily in applied science. The course delivers 
scientific knowledge coupled with the skills and practical techniques required to 
build a student’s investigative repertoire. 

 
Overview: The Extended Certificate comprises of four separate units whilst the Diploma 

covers eight. Both qualifications share three mandatory units and a fourth unit 
where a choice will be made based on the strengths/interests of the cohort and the 
expertise available to deliver the subject content. The BTEC Extended Certificate in 
Applied Science provides an opportunity to study Science at level 3 with the course 
containing elements of all three sciences but with a vocational element. In addition 
the Diploma has three more additional units and another optional unit. 

 
Course Content: Extended Certificate (1 A-level equivalent) compulsory units: 

▪ Principles and Applications of Science 
▪ Practical Scientific Procedures and 

techniques 
▪ Science Investigation skills 

 
Diploma (2 A-level equivalent) compulsory units (in addititon to 3 above) 

▪ Principles and Applications of Science 2 
▪ Investigative Project 
▪ Laboratory Techniques and their application 

 
Other optional units that may be studied include: 
▪ Physiology of Human Body Systems,  
▪ Human regulation and Reproduction.  
▪ Biological Molecules and Metabolic Pathways 
▪ Genetics and genetic engineering 
▪ Diseases and infections 
▪ Application of inorganic Chemistry 
▪ Application of organic Chemistry 
▪ Electrical circuits and their application 
▪ Astronomy and Space Science 
▪ Microbiology and Microbiological Techniques 
▪ Industrial Chemical Reactions 
▪ Practical Chemical Analysis 
▪ Biomedical Science 
▪ Medical Physics Applications 
▪ Materials Science 
▪ Forensic Collection and Analysis 
  

 
Assessment:     For the Diploma, there are three externally assessed exams with the rest of 

the course assessed via coursework, via written assignments, and practical 
assessment. 

 

For the Extended certificate, there are two externally assessed exams with the 
rest of the course assessed via coursework, via written assignments, and 
practical assessment. 

 
. 
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Qualification: A-level Art 

 
Objectives: The A-level course is designed to bring art & design to life and to help you 

develop your artistic skills and expand your creativity, imagination and 
independence. The possibilities for personal expression are endless. It 
provides students with opportunities to develop personal responses to ideas, 
observations, experiences, environments and cultures in practical, critical and 
contextual forms. 

 
Overview: What are the benefits of the course? 

 

- Provides an ideal structure for those students who wish to pursue art & design 
at degree level or as a career. 

- You will be free to use traditional and or digital media. 
 

- You will explore research and develop techniques to develop your skills, 
knowledge and understanding in a range of media. 

- Explore relevant images, artefacts and resources. 
 

- Develop chosen themes, ideas or issues to support your skills, knowledge and 
understanding. 

- Record through drawing or other media. 

- Present a personal and meaningful response of outcome. 

 
Skills: - Independence of mind in developing your own ideas. 

- An interest and enthusiasm for art and design 
 

- The experience of working with a range of media, including traditional and new 
media and technologies. 

- The ability to research, analyse and evaluate artefacts. 

- The skills to present your work in a professional display. 
 

Assessment: Personal investigation and related study - 60% 

Non exam assessment (internally assessed and externally moderated) 

External set task - 40% 

Non exam assessment (internally assessed and externally moderated) 
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Qualification: A-level Biology 

Edexcel A 

 
Objectives: A-level Biology is a challenging, rewarding course that helps students develop 

skills and knowledge necessary for a successful career. It offers students 
freedom, creativity and the opportunity for independent progression from GCSE 
Science or Biology. 

 
Overview: SNAB is taught through real life biology. For example most A-level courses start 

with cell biology or biochemistry. We don’t, we start with an account of Mark, 
a 15 year old who had a stroke, and Peter an adult who had a heart attack. We 
then go on from the details of their cases to look at the factors that make it more 
likely that any of us will suffer from a stroke or heart attack. 

 

This allows you to meet the biochemistry of fats and carbohydrates bit by bit, as 
you need to know them to understand about strokes and heart diseases, rather 
than all at onc 
 
There is sufficient lab work on the course for students to achieve the practical 
endorsement.  

 
Course Content: Topics consist of the following: 

- Lifestyle, Health and Risk 

- Genes and Health 

- Voice of the Genome 

- Biodiversity and Natural Resources 

- On the Wild Side 

- Immunity, Infection and Response 

- Run for Your Life 

- Grey Matter 

 
Assessment: All Papers are synoptic and test content learned over a two year period. The 

breakdown of the assessment is below: 

- Paper 1 – Topics 1 to 6, 100 marks, 2 hours long worth 33.33% of total grade 
 

- Paper 2 – Topics 1 to 4 plus 7 and 8. 100 marks, 2 hours long worth 33.33% of 
total grade. 

 

- Paper 3 – Topics 1 to 8 plus a pre-release scientific article. 100 marks, 2 hours 
long worth 33.33% of total grade. 
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Qualification:                A-level Business (Eduqas) 

 
Overview:                     The A-level course in business looks to develop an enthusiasm for studying 

business and gives students a chance to gain a holistic understanding of 
business in a range of contexts. By the end of the course students would 
have a good understanding of what businesses do, why they do it and the 
environment in which they do it. 

 
Skills: - Develop a critical understanding of organisations and their ability to meet 

society’s needs and wants 
 

- Understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of 
perspectives 

 

- Generate enterprising and creative approaches to business opportunities, 
problems and issues 

 

- Be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations 
and individuals 

 

- Acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision- 
making, problem-solving, the challenging of assumptions and critical analysis 

- Apply numerical skills in a range of business contexts. 
 

Course Content: - Market research 

- Marketing 

- Sales forecasting techniques 

- Business finance and financial strategies 

- Investment appraisal 

- Human resources and related strategies 

- External influences, including EU regulations, the economy 

- Globalisation, ethical and environmental influences 

 
Assessment: Exam Board: Eduqas (part of the WJEC) 

100% examination (3 exams) at the end of the two years 

- Component 1 – Business opportunities and functions (2h15m) 

- Component 2 – Business analysis and strategy (2h15m) 

- Component 3 – Business in a changing world (2h15m) 
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Qualification:      A-level Chemistry (AQA) 

 
Objectives:  A-level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the contemporary world of 

chemistry. It covers a range of different contexts, conveying the excitement 
of contemporary chemistry.  This combination of academic challenge, relevant 
content and practical focus makes the prospect of studying A-level Chemistry 
highly appealing. 

 
Overview: You will learn about chemistry in a range of different contexts and the impact it has on industry 

and many aspects of everyday life.  You will learn to investigate and solve 
problems in a range of contexts. 

 
Skills:  An interesting and challenging experience to link key chemical ideas and 

understand how they relate to each other. The development of transferable 
skills including investigating, problem solving, research, decision making, 
mathematical skills and analytical skills. 

 

Opens up a range of possibilities for further study and careers associated with 
the subject. 
 
There is sufficient lab work on the course for students to achieve the practical 
endorsement, carrying out a total of 12 assessed practicals.  

 
Course Content: Is divided into 3 main topics of Physical, Organic and Inorganic content. 
 

 
Emphasis throughout the course is on developing knowledge, competence and 
confidence in practical skills and problem solving. You will learn how society 
makes decisions about scientific issues and how sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and society. 
 

 
 

 
Assessment: Total of 6 hours of examinations (3x2 hours) taken at the end of the course. 
 
 Paper 1 - Physical and Inorganic, written exam (2hrs) 105 marks – 35% 
 Paper 2 - Physical and Organic, written exam (2hrs) 105 marks – 35% 
 Paper 3 – Any content, any practical, written exam (2hrs) 90 marks – 30% 
 

 

A wide range of question types include multiple choice, short answer and 
extended response questions. 

 

Opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of both theory and practical skills 
through all the examinations. 

 

http://www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk/
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CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA (FILM & TELEVISION) 

PRODUCTION EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
 
 

Qualification: Creative Digital Media (Film & Television Production) BTEC Extended Certificate 
 

 
Overview:                    Learners gain knowledge and skills in areas such as single- and multi-camera 

techniques, lighting, sound recording and editing to produce practical film and 
television projects. 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Film and Television 
Production is equivalent in size to 1 A Level. Students will gain experience, 
knowledge and understanding of the processes involved in Film & Television 
production and will be a great introduction for those looking to progress to 
employment in this sector. 

 
Course Content: The qualification includes two mandatory units that develop a student’s 

professional understanding of the industry, and introduce film and television 
production skills. Students learn to write proposals and pitches for a 
commission, and to develop a film and television treatment outlining their ideas 
and concepts. They learn to work together in teams, and also individually, to 
produce film and television projects. Through optional units in areas such as 
editing, camera techniques, lighting and scriptwriting, students develop their 
technical skills to gain an understanding of roles and responsibilities within 
the industry. During their course, students have to engage with employers 
from the sector; this could be through work experience or through employers 
contributing to teaching or assessment. 
UNITS COVERED INCLUDE: 
- Film Editing 
- Single Camera Production 
- Scriptwriting 
- Fiction Film Production 
- Digital Media Skills 

 
Assessment: This course is predominantly assessed through internally assessed project, but 

are subject to external standards verification.  There is 1 externally assessed 
unit. 

- Mandatory internally assessed content (20 %). 

- Non-mandatory internally assessed content (30%) 

- External assessment (40%). 
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DANCE 

 
Qualification: 

 
A-Level Dance (AQA) 
 

Objective: A-level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages students to develop their creative and 
intellectual capacity, alongside transferable skills such as team working, communication and 
problem solving.  

Overview: In Dance students will develop skills in contemporary and jazz technique, choreography and dance 
appreciation. Students will have opportunities to perform and develop their performance and 
choreographic skills through technical training and experimentations. As well as appreciating dance 
as an art form by critically engaging in the analysis of their own work and that of professional 
repertoire; broadening their artistic and historical knowledge of dance in the wider cultural context; 
and to demonstrate their understanding of the relationships between theory and practice and the 
ways in which dancers and choreographers make and implement artistic decisions.  
There will be regular trips to the theatre to see professional dance works, workshops delivered by 
choreographers/performers, as well as multiple performance opportunities including at our Annual 
Dance Show and dance showcases/demonstrations 

Course 
Content: 

• Safe practice 

o Awareness of correct alignment; Technical accuracy; Appropriate dancewear and 

presentation of self; Healthy approach to training, including lifestyle of dancer. 

• Knowledge, understanding and skills of performance in relation to a specified practitioner 

o Physical/technical skills; Spatial elements; Dynamic elements; 

Interpretative/performance skills 

• Knowledge, understanding and skills of group choreography 

o Movement components; Choreographic devices; Choreographic structures; 

Constituent features 

• Compulsory set work and area of study 

o Rambert Dance Company 1966-2002; Rooster – Christopher Bruce, 1991 

• Optional set work and area of study 

o American Jazz Dance 1940-1975; Singin’ In The Rain – Stanley Donan and Gene 

Kelly, 1952 

• Critical engagement of dance through time and location relating to features of genre 

o Style; Technique; Influences; Key practitioners; Professional 
repertoire;Communication of dance ideas 

Assessment: Component 1: Performance & Choreography 
Practical Exam / 80 Marks / 50% of A-Level 
What’s Assessed: 

• Solo performance linked to specified practitioner within an area of study. 

• Performance in a quartet 

• Group Choreography 
 
Component 2: Critical Engagement 
Written Exam—2 Hours 30 Mins / 100 Marks / 50% of A-Level 
What’s Assessed: 

• Knowledge, understanding & critical appreciation of two set works. One compulsory & one 
optional. 

• Two sections: 
o Section A: short answer questions (25 marks) and one essay question (25 

marks) on the compulsory set work/area of study. 
o Section B: two essay questions on the second set work/area of study (25 marks 

for each essay) 
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Qualification:               Digital Systems and Data V Level 
 

 
Objectives:                   To develop and apply knowledge, understanding and skills in digital systems, 

data and solution design. It supports students to interpret, analyse and apply 
digital concepts within defined contexts, and to use that understanding to inform 
decisions and solve problems. 

 

 
Course Content:  

Develop in-depth knowledge and understanding of the key theories and principles 
which support effective practice in the subject, including:  

• Digital systems and their components  
• Data and information and their analysis • cyber security principles  
• System configuration and testing 
• Principles of problem solving and solution design 
• Usability and accessibility  
• Ethical and responsible use of digital technologies 

 
 
 
Skills: - Be able to:  

• Prepare, analyse, interpret and present data from different sources to support 
conclusions and decision making  

• Apply security protocols and interpret system information to detect and escalate 
cyber security concerns  

• Prepare, configure and assure readiness of digital systems to meet user needs 
(optional) 

• Design and create a digital solution to meet defined user needs (optional) 
Develop 

• critical, analytical and logical thinking  

• problem solving and decision making  

• communication  

• Collaboration 

 
Assessment: TBC
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  Qualification: A-level Drama and Theatre  

 
Skills: You will be able to acquire skills that you will use for the rest of your life and for 

any career.  You will be working with others, problem solving, communicating 
and evaluating. You will also find that drama will help you feel more self-
confident and prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and 
people. 

 
Objectives: This course is open to everyone with a keen interest in the theatre and is aimed 

at giving students a diverse experience of drama. If you are already familiar 
with the challenges and pleasures of Drama or through involvement with school 
productions and wish to broaden your skills, you will find the course invaluable. 

 

The course is well suited to students who wish to explore literature through a 
theatrical perspective or develop their knowledge of stage management as well 
as those drawn to acting and directing. 

 
Overview: The course is designed to extend your understanding and experience of theatre 

from a practical and theoretical point of view. Areas covered include: acting 
directing and technical aspects. 

 

These areas will be studied in the context of plays, these innovators and 
practical projects, some of which bring students into contact with the wider 
community. 

 
Assessment: This course is continually assessed through practical work and controlled 

assessments. There is a written exam in Year 13 only. 

Component 1 – devising (40%) 
 

You will be required to create an original piece of drama in a group. Your 
performance will be supported with a written portfolio. 

Component 2 – text in performance (20%) 
 

You will present two scripted pieces. One will be a group piece and one will be a 
monologue. 

Component 3 – written exam (40%) 

You will need to respond to: 

- A live theatre performance 

- An unseen extract 

- A response to a set text 
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Qualification: A-level Economics 

 
Overview: You will be expected to complete research projects, read quality newspapers, 

keep up to date with current affairs relating to the economy, present an 
economic argument and justify using evidence you have gathered and participate 
in class debates. 

 
Skills: - Develop an enquiring, critical and thoughtful ‘economist’s mind’ 

 

- Develop an understanding of current economic issues, problems and 
institutions that affect everyday life. 

 

- Apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and appreciate 
their value and limitations in explaining real world events. 

 
- Analytical and evaluative skills to dissect information, challenge viewpoints and 

develop alternative approaches to a range of situations. 
 

 
Course Content: Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure 
 Focusing on microeconomic concepts and developing an understanding of: 
 - the nature of economics 
 - how markets work 
 - market failure 
 - government intervention 
 
 Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies 
 Focusing on macroeconomic concepts and developing an understanding of: 
 - Measures of economic performance 
 - Aggregate demand and supply 
 - National income 
 - Economic growth 
 - Macroeconomic objectives and policy 
 
 Theme 3: Business behavior and the labour market 
 Focusing on microeconomic concepts and developing an understanding of: 
 - Business growth 
 - Business objectives 
 - Revenues costs and profits 
 - Labour markets 
   
 Theme 4: A global perspective 
 Focusing on macroeconomic concepts and developing an understanding of: 
 - International economics 
 - Poverty and inequality 
 - Emerging and developing economies 
 - The financial sector 

 
Assessment: 100% external examination consisting of 3 papers: mixture of multiple choice 

questions, data response and essays. All papers are 2 hours long and 100 marks. 
 

Paper 1: Markets and Business Behaviour 
Paper 2: The National and Global Economy 

Paper 3: Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 
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Qualification: A-level English Language 

 
Overview: There are lots of reasons to choose English Language – you are a budding 

writer, you want to study it at university, you enjoyed it at GCSE or it links with a 
specific career path. Whatever the reason, you will need an enquiring mind and 
an interest in the forensic side of language.  

 
Skills: The A-level English Language introduces advanced language study. It develops 

students’ ability to write for a variety of audiences and purposes. They discover 
linguistic frameworks and how these can be used to analyse and interpret 
language, as well as exploring the history of English Language and the variety of 
ways we use language to establish identity and power. 

 

 
Assessment: Paper 1 – Language, the individual and society (2 hours 30 mins) 40%  
 Section A: textual variations and representations.  

Two texts (one contemporary and one older text) linked by topic or theme. 
Three questions: one on each text and then a third comparing the two texts. 
Section B: children’s language development (0-11)  

 A discursive essay on children’s language and development.  
 

 
      Paper 2: language diversity and change (2hrs 30 mins) 40%  
     Section A : Diversity and Change  
     An evaluative essay on language diversity or language change (30 marks)         
 
     Section B : Language Discourses  

Two texts about a topic linked to the study of diversity and change. Analysis of 
how the texts use language. A directed writing task linked to the same topic 
and the ideas in the text (30 marks) 

 

Non-Examination Assessment 20%   

Language in action  

A language investigation (2000 words excluding data)  

A piece of original writing and commentary (1500 words total)  
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Qualification: A–level English Literature 

 
Overview: English Literature focuses on prose, poetry and drama from a range of periods, 

covering a variety of themes. The literature chosen for the course is designed to 
encourage debate and analysis on numerous topics and provide opportunities 
for exploration of more challenging texts. In many ways Literature is similar 
to the GCSE you will have studied but now with a greater emphasis on forming 
an argument and engaging in a sense of debate.  You may choose to study 
English Literature because you enjoyed it at GCSE, you want to study it at 
university, or it links with a specific career path; what 
ever the reason you must enjoy reading as you will be doing a lot of it. 

 
Skills:       -Students will develop a range of skills including the following:   

- Effective communication and argument – both oral and written  
 - Uncovering the finer nuances and ambiguities of words and symbols  
-Investigating relationships between texts and the climates in which they are 
written and received 
 - Capacity for independent thought, reflection and judgement  
-Application of critical lenses and theory to texts 

 
 

Assessment:        Paper 1: Drama (30%) 
       Exam - 2hr 15min    
       Section A: Shakespeare set text - Othello  
       Section B: Other Drama – A Streetcar Named desire  

  
       Paper 2: Prose (20%)   
       Exam - 1hr 15min   
       Section A: One comparative essay on a two set texts (linked by a given theme) -  
       Frankenstein and The Handmaid’s Tale   

  
      Paper 3: Poetry (30%)   

         Exam - 2hr 15min   
         Section A: Post-2000 poetry – comparison of unseen poem to named poem from 
         set anthology  

      Section B: Post-1900 Poetry, one essay on set text – Metaphysical Poets   
  

      Non-Exam Assessment (20%)   
      Independent essay - one 2500-3000 word essay comparing two texts  
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION 
 

Qualification: Extended Project Qualification (worth 50% of an A Level) 

 

 
Objectives: The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a stand alone qualification 

designed to extend and develop your skills in independent research and project 
management. 

 

The EPQ is awarded UCAS points worth half an A-level and is recognised by 
universities and employers; some leading universities, such as Southampton 
University, make alternative offers to students undertaking an EPQ. 

 
Overview: How does the EPQ relate to your programme of study? 

The EPQ requires you to carry out research on a topic that you have chosen and is 
not covered by your other qualifications. You then use this research to produce a 
written report and, in the case of practical projects, an artefact or a production. 

 

A student can take inspiration from something studied in class or something 
completely unrelated to your studies. 

Are EPQs in my subject area common? 
 

The EPQ is the perfect way to encourage you to extend and develop beyond the 
material being covered in class and explore your passion for a topic. 

 

The EPQ allows you to embark on largely self-directed projects. By taking 
responsibility for the choice and design of an individual project (or an 
individual role in a group project) you: 

- Become more critical, reflective and independent learners. 
- Develop and apply decision-making and problem-solving skills. 
- Increase your planning, research, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 

presentation skills. 
- Learn to apply new technologies confidently. 
- Demonstrate creativity, initiative and enterprise. 

 

Undertaking  an EPQ can also deliver other benefits for students and schools, 
such as: 

- Boosting student recruitment by making the curriculum  more attractive. 
 

- Increasing student motivation by allowing them to study topics of personal 
interest. 

- Enabling students to apply their new skills to other areas of study. 

What sort of projects have King John students completed? 
 

- How do the media influence our opinions of mental health disorders in relation 
to violence? 

- What effect is the growing economic aspect of football having on the game? 

- What are the differences between criminal and family law? 
 

- Is poor hand washing worse than not washing your hands at all when trying to 
prevent the spread of infection? 

 

And finally:  Please take the time to look at the promotional video for the EPQ. 
You can find it online at http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/ 
EPQ-7993/why-choose 
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Qualification: A-Level Film Studies 

 
Overview: This qualification has been developed to explore film as an art form, a 

communication medium and an industry.  It offers students a flexible and 
creative approach to studying film, taking into account all the processes from 
concept through to screening. This qualification encourages students to explore 
and appreciate a broad range of film and gives students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their understanding in practical production. 

 
Skills: Enables students to understand film from the perspectives of both audience and 

industry.  Give students the tools to develop a critical and analytical approach of 
film. 

 

Develop practical skills, techniques and processes to a standard that allows 
progression. 

 
Course Content: Component 1 

American and British Cinema 

3 hour exam (35% of Course) 

Component 2 

Variety of Film styles 

3 hour exam (35% of Course) 

Component 3 

Production work 

Short film or screenplay 

(30% of Course) 

Assessment: Exams 70% 

Coursework 30% 
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Qualification: A-level French- 2 year linear A-level course with final exam in year 13. 
 AS Level French (done in 1 year) also available 
 
 
Overview: Students study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the 

benefits it brings. They will study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, 
including francophone music and cinema, and learn about political engagement 
and who wields political power in the French-speaking world. 

 

Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day French-speaking 
communities. Throughout their studies, they will learn the language in the 
context of French-speaking countries and the issues and influences which have 
shaped them. Students will study texts and film and have the opportunity to 
carry out independent research on an area of their choice. 

 
 
Course Content: Learning languages gives students opportunities to develop their listening, 

speaking, reading and writing skills and to express themselves with increasing 
confidence, independence and creativity. 

 

Languages represent a high level of communication skills, the ability to work 
independently and show you are mature, confident and can easily adapt to 
different situations and cultures. 

 
Assessment: Paper 1: 

Listening, reading and writing. 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 50% of A-level 

Paper 2: 

Writing 

Written exam: 2 hours 20% of A-level 

Paper 3: 

Speaking 

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 

30% of A-level 

Students will have the opportunity to take part in a work experience trip 
to France to gain a greater insight into culture and to further develop their 
language skills. 

 

In the past many students of A-level French have decided to study French at 
university combining it with many other subjects such as law, politics, history or 
a new language such as Italian to broaden their horizons in the world of work 
after their studies. 

 
 

Did you know? - French is spoken in 33 countries and by 100 million people worldwide. 
 

- Modern linguists earn more than graduates from any other discipline except 
medics, architects and pharmacologists. 

 

See www.whystudylanguages.ac.uk/post16/why_languages/ for further 
information 
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Qualification: A-level Further Mathematics 

  
Objectives:                  Our aim as The King John Sixth Form Mathematics department is to develop 

strong and competent mathematicians, that can go on to study mathematics 
in higher education, or apply their skills learnt on the course, to a breadth of 
working environments. 

 

You will study a variety of pure mathematics and applied mathematics during 
your A level mathematics course, and if you decide to opt for Further 
Mathematics as well, you will benefit from exposure to more abstract 
mathematics and applied concepts. 

Skills:        The following overarching themes are inherent throughout the content and  

students will develop skills in working scientifically over the course of this 

qualification. 
• Mathematical argument, language and proof 

• Mathematical problem solving 

• Mathematical modelling 
 
 
Overview:                   A-level Further Mathematics is an additional A-level, which must be taken as 

well as A-level Mathematics. It is a two-year course and students will be 
examined on all content at the end of the second year. Students will study a 
variety of abstract pure mathematics and mechanics during the two years. 

 
Course Content: Core Pure content: 

Proof 
Complex numbers 
Matrices 
Further algebra and functions 
Further calculus 
Further vectors 
Polar coordinates 
Hyperbolic functions 
Differential equations 

Further Pure 1 content:  
Further trigonometry 
Further calculus 
Further differential equations 
Coordinate systems 
Further vectors 
Further numerical methods 
Inequalities 

Decision 1 content: 
                                         Algorithms 
                                         Algorithms on graphs 
                                         The travelling salesman problem 
                                         Linear programming 
                                         The simplex algorithm 
                                         Critical path analysis 
                                         Matchings 
 

Assessment: Paper 1: Core Pure 1 (Compulsory content, 1.5 hours, 75 marks) 

 Paper 2: Core Pure 2 (Compulsory content, 1.5 hours, 75 marks) 

 Paper 3: Further Pure 1 (Optional content, 1.5 hours, 75 marks) 

 Paper 4: Decision 1 (Optional content, 1.5 hours, 75 marks) 
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Qualification: A Level Geography 

 
Objectives: The OCR A-level in Geography has been designed to give learners the 

knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to become engaged global 
citizens. Through the study of dynamic and contemporary content, learners can 
understand and interact with tissues which affect people and places at a range 
of scales from local to global – and all that is in between. 

 
Skills: - Understanding of the environment at local and global scales 

- To know your world through fieldwork 

- Make decisions that balance the environment and development concerns 

- Develop a wide range of skills such as presenting arguments or map skills 

- Use computers and other technology including GIS for analysis presentation 

- Understand other cultures in UK and throughout the world 

- Know where places in the world are 

- Practice the use of statistics 

- Develop your literacy and the ability to make synoptic links 

- Work as a team, especially with problem solving 

 
Overview: Physical Systems 

- The water and carbon cycle 

- Coastal Landscapes 

Human Interactions 

- Changing spaces, making places 

- Human rights 

- Global migration 

Geographical Debates 

- Hazards 

- Disease Dilemmas 

Geographical Debates 
 

- Data will be collected from a variety of environments while on field work and 
students choose an individual element to write up 

 
Assessment: It is a 2 year linear course and assessed in year 13 

3 examined units and 1 coursework unit of approximately 4000 words. 

The papers contain a mixture of data response questions as well as essays. 

Geographical skills are assessed through all units. 

Will include a compulsory residential field trip. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk/


HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE  

www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk / 23 
 

Qualification:  Health and Social Care Level 3 National Extended Certificate AAQ (equivalent to 1 A 
Level) 

 
Objectives: The Level 3 Applied Health and Social Care qualification is designed to provide 

you with underpinning knowledge, understanding and skills of the health and 
social care sectors, providing a broad basis for further or higher education or 
for moving into employment within the sectors. You will gain the knowledge, 
understanding and skills required for independent learning and development 
including: 

- The ability to solve problems 

- The skills of project-based research, development and presentation 
 

- The ability to work alongside other professionals in a professional 
environment 

 

- The ability to apply learning in related health and social care and early years 
settings 

 
Course Content: The Extended Certificate covers four units. The first three units are mandatory, 

plus an optional unit. 
Unit 1 Human Lifespan and Development 
Unit 2 Human Biology and Health 
Unit 3 Principles of Health and Social Care in Practice 
Unit 5 Promoting Health Education  
 

 
Assessment:            Units 1 and 2 are externally assessed. Assessment will be a combination of short 

and longer written examination questions. Other units are assessed by 
coursework assignments which are internally assessed. Graded Distinction*- 
Pass with equivalent UCAS points. 
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Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Coursework 

30% 20% 30% 20% 

Exam Essays 

and 

Interpretations 

Exam. 

Essays and 

Sources 

Exam. 

Essays and 

Sources 

Interpretations. 

Independent 

 

 

Qualification: History A-level 

 
Overview: History is the study of ourselves, an investigation of human behaviour, an 

enquiry into our motives and their consequences, not just the study of the past 
and the long-dead. 

 
Objectives: You will have the opportunity to examine some interesting and important 

historical source material and develop your own knowledge of historical issues. 

 
Skills: Communication skills, ICT skills, group work, problem solving, research skills, 

independent learning, evaluation of evidence, spiritual, moral ethical & Social. 
Written skills, making a well reasoned argument, Looking at values in society, 
ability to make judgement. 

 
Course Content: Britain 1625 -1701 conflict, revolution and settlement (a) 

Russia in Revolution 1894 – 1924 (b) 

Civil Rights and Race Relations 1850 – 2009 (c) 

Coursework: Civil War in Russia (d) 

Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) 2 hours 15 mins. 60 marks in total. Essay & source interpretation. 

(b) 1 hour 30 mins. 40 marks in total. Source analysis and evaluation. 

(c) 2 hours 15 mins. 60 marks in total. Essay and source interpretation. 
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  Qualification: A Level Law 

 
Objectives: Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the English legal 

system and areas of both private and public law within the law of England and 
Wales.  They will gain an understanding of legal method and reasoning as used 
by lawyers and the judiciary and apply these techniques to offer answers to 
problems, based on legal principles, legislation and case law.  

  
 Students will also develop the ability to construct conclusions and communicate 

legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities, learn to 
communicate persuasive legal arguments and demonstrate critical awareness 
of the influence and operation of the law in society. 

 
 
Course Content: Students will cover: 

▪ The nature of Law and English Legal Systems - including 

• Parliamentary Law making 

• European Law 

• Statutory Interpretation 

• Precedent 

• Lay People 

• Civil and Criminal Courts structure 

• Alteranative dispute resolution 

• Legal Personnel, advice and funding 

• Law and Society 

• Law and Morality, justice and balancing conflicting interests 
▪ Criminal Law – including 

• Property offences 

• Fatal Offences 

• Non Fatal Offences 

• Preliminary Offences 

• Defences 
▪ Tort Law - including 

• Negligence 

• Occupiers Liability 

• Vicarious Liability 

• Economic Loss and Psychiatric Injury 

• Nuisance 

• Defences 
▪ Contract Law including – 

• Basic elements of contracts 

• Consumer Law 

• Exclusion Clauses 

• Discharge 

• Remedies 
 

-  
 

Assessment: It is a 2 year linear course and assessed in year 13  

3 exam papers, each of two hours duration. 

The papers have an emphasis on extended writing and problem solving
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Qualification: A-level Mathematics 

 
Objectives:                  Our aim as The King John Sixth Form Mathematics department is to develop 

strong and competent mathematicians, that can go on to study mathematics 
in higher education, or apply their skills learnt on the course, to a breadth of 
working environments. 

 

With our highly qualified, enthusiastic and experienced teachers, we aim to 

challenge and engage our students so that they finish the course with a solid 

grounding and love of mathematics. 

 
Overview: You will study a variety of pure mathematics and applied mathematics during 

you’re A-level mathematics course, and if you decide to opt for Further 
Mathematics as well, you will benefit from exposure to more abstract 
mathematics and applied concepts. 

 
Skills: The following overarching themes are inherent throughout the 

content and students will develop skills in working scientifically over 
the course of this qualification. 
• Mathematical argument, language and proof 
• Mathematical problem solving 
• Mathematical modelling 

 
Course Content: Pure content: 

Proof  
Algebra and functions  
Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane  
Sequences and series  
Trigonometry  
Exponentials and logarithms  
Differentiation  
Integration  
Numerical methods  
Vectors 
Applied content 

 Section A: Statistics 
Statistical sampling  
Data presentation and interpretation  
Probability 
Statistical distributions  
Statistical hypothesis testing  

 Section B: Mechanics  
Quantities and units in mechanics  
Kinematics  
Forces and Newton’s laws  
Moments 

 
Assessment: Paper 1: Pure 1 (2 hours, 100 marks) 
 Paper 2: Pure 2 (2 hours, 100 marks) 
 Paper 3: Statistics and mechanics (2 hours, 100 marks) 
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Qualification: A-Level Media Studies 

 
Objectives: Students will demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision making 

and analysis. Evidence sophisticated practical skills for creative media 
production. 

 
Overview: The A level Media Studies course is designed to increase learners knowledge and 

understanding of the theoretical framework of media and contexts of media and 
their influence on media products and processes. Students will learn how to 
analyse media products, including in relation to their contexts and through the 
use of academic theories, followed by evaluation of academic theories, enabling 
students to make their own judgements and draw conclusions. Finally, a crucial 
aspect of the Media Studies A level is the creation of media products for an 
intended audience and industry, by applying knowledge and understanding of the 
theoretical framework of media to communicate meaning. 
Texts Studied; Advertising, Music Videos, Newspapers, Podcasts, Film Marketing,    

Gaming, TV, Magazines, Social Media 

 
Skills: Through studying Media Studies students will view, evaluate and analyse a 

variety of media products, and develop practical skills spanning a range of 
media forms. They will find contemporary, diverse topics and varied and 
engaging content, helping them to develop research, problem-solving skills 
as well as their creativity. They’ll also refine their debating skills through the 
discussion of contemporary issues from a range of perspectives. 

 
Course Content: This course is continually assessed through practical work and controlled 

assessments.  
 
  Component 1: Media Products, Industries and Audiences 
 Written exam 2 hours 15 minutes  
 35% of Qualification  
 
 
 Component 2: Understanding Media Industries and Audiences  
 Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes 
 35% of Qualification  
 

 
Assessment: Component 3 Non-Exam 

Assessment (30%) (NEA) 

Students will produce: 

- A statement of intent. 

- Cross-media products intended for an audience. 

http://www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk/


PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS  

www.thekjs.essex.sch.uk / 28 
 

Qualification: A-level Religious Studies, Philosophy & Ethics 

 
Objectives: Philosophy and Ethics offers a diverse topic range that covers a broad scope 

of key skills. It teaches you how to think not what to think. During your studies 
you will develop skills in analytical, critical and logical thinking such skills are 
invaluable to everyday life let alone whatever future careers you wish to do, 
anything from medicine to law. 

 
Overview: Philosophy and Ethics will help you to question the understanding of the world, 

evaluate concepts and ideas, consider the place of religion in the 21st century, 
develop discussion and reasoning skills as well as having a better understanding 
of different viewpoints and cultures. 

 
Course Content: - Philosophy of religion 

- Ancient philosophical influences- Plato & Aristotle 

- Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God 

- The nature and impact of religious experience 

- The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil 

- The nature of the soul, mind and body 

- Ideas about the nature of God 

- Issues in religious language 

- Religion and ethics 

- Normative ethical theories such as Natural Law, Situation ethics, Kantian 
ethics & Utilitarianism 

- Euthanasia 

- Business ethics 

- Sexual ethics 

- Ethical language and thought. 

- Debates surrounding the significant ideas of conscience and free will 
 

- Developments in religious (Christian) thought 
 

- Religious insight- Augustine on human nature and death & the afterlife. 

- Religious foundations- knowledge of God’s existence & Jesus Christ 
 

- Christian living- moral principles and action  
 

- Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious 
thought- pluralism, theology & society 

- Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society- gender, 
secularization, liberation theology & Marx 

 
Assessment: The course is 100% examination assessed. There are 3 x 2 hour exams worth 

120 marks each. 
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Qualification: A-Level Photography 

 
Objectives: This A-level is designed to bring the visual world to life, to help you develop 

creative skills and expand your imagination and independence. 

 
Overview: You will need to be a creative person. A background in either Photography, 

Media or art would be an advantage. 

 
Skills: You will use digital media, developing your skills, knowledge and understanding 

in a range of photographic techniques. 

Explore relevant resources 
 

Develop chosen themes, ideas or issues to support your skills, knowledge and 
understanding 

Present a personal and meaningful response and outcome 

 
Course Content: You will explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to Photography 

and a wider range of art and design, from the past and from recent times, 
including European and non-European examples. This should be integral to the 
investigating and making process. 

 

You will be required to work in one or more area(s) of Photography, such as 
those listed below. They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of 
areas. 

- Portraiture 
 

- Landscape photography (working from the urban, rural and/or coastal 
environment) 

- Still-life photography, working from objects or from the natural world 

- Documentary photography, photo journalism 

- Experimental imagery 

- Photographic installation, video, television and film 

Portfolio assessment will be used to assess your skills 

 
Assessment: 2 Components 

Personal Investigation – 60% 

A portfolio showing your personal response to your own theme 

A related study of 1000-3000 words 

Externally set task – 40% 
 

The paper will be issued in February providing you with a number of themes, 
each with a range of written and visual starting points, briefs and stimuli.  This 
component is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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Qualification: A-level Physical Education. 

 
Objectives:    The course allows learners to study PE in an academic setting, enabling them 

to critically analyse and evaluate their physical performance and apply their 
experience of practical activity in developing their knowledge and understanding 
of the subject. 

 
Overview:                      The course prepares learners for the further study of PE or Sports Science 

courses as well as other related subject areas such as Psychology, Sociology 
and Biology. Learners will also develop the transferable skills that are in 
demand by further education, Higher Education and employers in all sectors or 
industry. 

 
Skills: - Linking theoretical knowledge and understanding that underpin physical 

activity. 

- Understand how physiological and psychological states affect performance. 

- Understand key socio-cultural factors affecting physical activity and sport. 

- Develop ability to analyse and improve performance. 

 
- Improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers with curious and enquiring minds. 

 
Course Content: Four clear content areas: 

1. Physiological factors affecting performance 

a) Anatomy and Physiology 

b) Exercise Physiology 

c) Biomechanics 

2. Psychological components 

a) Skill acquisition 

b) Sports Psychology 

3. Socio-cultural issues 

a) Sport and Society 

b) Contemporary issues in sport 

4. Performance in Sport 

 
Assessment: At the end of 2 years they will take 3 exams (plus the practical element) 

1. Physiological factors (2hour exam) 30% FINAL GRADE 

2. Psychological components (1hour exam) 20% FINAL GRADE 

3. Socio-cultural issues (1 hour exam) 20% FINAL GRADE 

4. Performance (practical performance and verbal analysis) 
30% FINAL GRADE 
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Qualification: A-Level Physics 

 
Objectives: Our intention is for pupils to discover the inspiring nature of Physics with a 

sound grounding in theoretical and practical work. 

 
Overview: It maintains student enthusiasm for Physics and develops their interest in the 

subject. It offers a practical and investigative experience through the two years 
of study. 

 
Skills: An understanding of natural science at its most fundamental and the part it 

plays in the functioning of our world and beyond. 

An appreciation of how Science works in practice 

The relevance of Science beyond the laboratory 

Analytical, evaluative and synoptic skills 

Practical skills, including the ability to plan and manipulate information and 
data. 
 
Exams are taken in January and May with the option of one resit for each 
paper 

 
Course Content: First Year of A-level 

 

Measurements and their errors - Including use of SI units and their prefixes, 
limitations of physical measurement, estimation of physical quantities. 

 

Particles and radiation - including constituents of the atom, particle 
interactions, electrons in atoms 

Waves - including progressive waves, interference, diffraction. 

Mechanics and energy - including projectile motion, Newton’s laws of motion. 

Electricity - including current / voltage characteristics, circuits, electromotive 
force and internal resistance. 

Second Year of A-level 
 

Further mechanics and thermal physics – including periodic motion, thermal 
energy transfer, molecular kinetic theory model 

 

Fields including Newton’s law of gravitation, orbits of planets and satellites, 
electric and magnetic fields and capacitor behaviour 

 

Nuclear physics – including evidence for the nucleus, radioactive decay, nuclear 
instability 

 

Plus Astrophysics – including classification of stars, Doppler effect, detection of 
exoplanets and cosmology. 

Practical 
 

We will provide a list of practical activities that students must carry out. Exam 
questions will be based on these practicals. We will also signpost further 
opportunities for practicals throughout the specification. 
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Qualification:  A-level Politics 

   
Objectives:  Studying Politics gives you an insight into political beliefs that are crucial to 

understanding the modern world. There is an emphasis on contemporary politics 

and current areas of constitutional concern, putting the UK in the context of the wider 

world. 

Skills:        Lessons will require students to carry out independent research and link topics 

     covered in class to current political events. Students will be expected to take an 

     active role in their learning through discussions, simulations, presentations, and 

     debates. It is an essay-based subject, so in addition to an interest in current affairs, 

     students must also have an ability to complete extended writing tasks 

 
 

Course Content:  
  

     The course focuses on the key political issues of our time, both nationally and 

      internationally, and provides a context for these events. There are three components 

      to the A Level: 

  Component 1: UK Politics (Democracy, political parties, electoral systems, voting 

     behaviour, the media and core political ideas) 

  Component 2: UK Government (The constitution, parliament, Prime Minister, 

  Cabinet, and political ideas) 

  Component 3: Comparative Politics - USA (democracy, political parties, voting 

  behaviour and the media, the constitution, Congress, President, Supreme Court, and 

  Civil Rights) 

 

 
Assessment:       The A Level is assessed by three separate two-hour examinations at the end of the 

     course. 
 
 Paper One: UK Politics  
 
 Paper Two: UK Government 
 
 Paper Three: Comparative Politics (U.S Politics) 
 

    All exam papers make up 33⅓% of the qualification  
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Qualification: A-level Product Design 

 
Objectives: This creative and thought provoking qualification gives you the practical skills, 

theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number of careers, 
especially those in the creative industries. 

 
Skills: You will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental influences on 

design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put your learning into 
practice by producing products of your choice. 

 

You will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside 
the knowledge and skills sought by higher education and employers 

 

This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all their exams and 
submit all their non – exam assessment at the end of the course. 

 
Course Content: Subject content 

Core technical principles 

Core designing and making principles 

Additional specialist knowledge 
 

Assessment: Paper 1 
 

Core technical principals and core designing and making principles.  Written 
exam : 2 hours 100 marks 

25% of A-level 
 

Style of questions, mixture of short answer, multiple choice and extended 
response 

Paper 2 

Specialist knowledge, technical and designing making principles 

Written exam: 2 hours 

25% of A-level 
Style of questions: mixture of short answer, multiple choice and extended 
response questions. 
Section A: Product Analysis 
Section B: Commercial Manufacture 

 

Non Exam assessment - practical application of technical principals, designing 
and making principles and specialist knowledge. 
45 hours with 100 marks allocated – substantial design and make task. 

50% of A-level 
Evidence: written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence of final 
prototype. 
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Qualification: A-level Psychology 

 
Overview: Psychology is the study of people, behaviour and the mind. It has recently been 

reclassified as a science subject and this is reflected in the A-level curriculum. 
 

Psychologists observe and conduct experiments to find out more about the way 
people act and reasons for their behaviour.  They try to understand what 
motivates, challenges or changes us and use the understanding to help tackle 
personal and social problems. 

 

Psychologists can work in social care, mental health, education, business, 
research and sports. 

 
Skills If you wish to study psychology you’ll be able to hone your analytical and 

organisational skills and learn about scientific research methods, including 
collecting and interpreting data. Learning about human behaviour can also build 
your communication, teamwork and leadership skills. 

 
Course Content: Paper 1: Introductory topics in psychology 

 

We look at the four compulsory topics: Social Influence, memory, attachment 
and psychopathology 

Paper 2: Psychology in context 
 

We look at the main psychological approaches, biopsychology and research 
methods. 

Paper 3: Issues and options in psychology 
 

We cover one compulsory topic, issues and debates in psychology and three 
optional units, cognition and development, schizophrenia and forensic 
psychology. 

 
Assessment: 3 exams, (2 hours) each worth 33.3%. In June of Year 13 
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Qualification: A-level Sociology 

 
Objectives: Sociology is the study of society, the ‘social world’. Sociology looks beyond the 

day to day and asks what is the real nature of Society, why does it function like it 
does and for whose benefit? 

Sociology asks you to understand and apply key concepts such as power, gender, 
ethnicity and culture to important and topical issues such as the mass media, 
education, crime, deviance and religion which shape the world we live in. 

 
Overview: Anyone who has an interest in understanding how the world around them works, 

and who enjoys critical thinking and exploring ideas from different viewpoints. 
Students who have shown an interest in and ability for English and/or history 
almost always do well in sociology, although success in the subject is not limited 
to such students. Sociology is an excellent complement to other subjects on 
social sciences and humanities, such as psychology, but it also provides a good 
balance if your other subjects are mainly science-based. You do not need to have 
studies GCSE Sociology  to study it at A-level. 

 
Skills: Sociology is an academic subject which nevertheless equips students with a 

range of skills beyond those of the core curriculum. In our classes you will learn 
to think critically, to question common-sense assumptions, to solve problems, 
to work independently and as part of a group and to write a clearly structured, 
analytical essay. All of this is excellent preparation for university or for a whole 
range of careers. Current leavers for example are now at Warwick, Kent, 
York, Bristol and Essex studying, law, sociology, criminology and international 
relations to name but a few. 

Sociologists go on to work in the media, law and other institutions of criminal 
justice, public relations, market research, social work, foreign aid and 
development and teaching; many of course are inspired to stay in an academic 
environment researching aspects of sociology for the remainder of their careers! 

 
Assessment: 3 Papers 2 hours each. A mixture of short answers and essays. 

Paper 1 Education and Theory and Methods 

Paper 2 Family and Beliefs in Society 

Paper 3 Crime and Deviance and Theory and Methods 
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Qualification: A-level Spanish 

 
Course Content: Students will study technological and social change, looking at the multicultural 

nature of Hispanic society. They will study highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, 
including a focus on Spanish regional identity and the cultural heritage of past 
civilisations. They will learn about aspects of the diverse political landscape of 
the Hispanic world. 

 
Skills: Students will explore the influence of the past on present-day Hispanic 

communities. Throughout their studies, they learn the language in the context of 
Hispanic countries and issues and influences which have shaped them. Students 
will study texts and film and will have the opportunity to carry out independent 
research on an area of their choice. 

 
Assessment: 2 year linear -A level course with final exam in Year 13 

 

Learning languages gives students opportunities to develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills and to express themselves with increasing 
confidence, independence and creativity. 

 

Languages represent a high level of communication skills, the ability to work 
independently and show you are mature, confident and can easily adapt to 
different situations and cultures. 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing. 

Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 50% of A-level 

Paper 2: Writing 

Written exam: 2 hours 20% of A-level 

Paper 3: Speaking 

Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 30% of A-level 
 

 
Where next... Students will have the opportunity to take part in a work experience trip to Spain 

to gain a greater insight into culture and to further develop their language skills. 
 

In the past many students of A level Spanish have decided to study Spanish at 
university combining it with many other subjects such as law, politics, history or 
a new language such as Italian to broaden their horizons in the world of work 
after their studies. 

 
Did you know? - Spanish is spoken in 21 countries and by 400 million people worldwide 

 

- Modern linguists earn more than graduates from any other discipline except 
medics, architects and pharmacologists. 

 

See www.whystudylanguages.ac.uk/post16/why_languages/ for further 
information 
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Qualification:  BTEC Extended Certificate (1 A Level Equivalent) and Diploma (2 A Levels) 
 
 
Overview: This exciting course aims to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and 

skills of the principles of Sport and Physical Activity. The course has 
a combination of written exams, moderated coursework and practical performance 
and coaching, ensuring students gain the right combination of knowledge, 
understanding and skills required for the 21st century sporting world. 

 
Skills:   

 Insight into opportunities for delivering sport and physical activity to a range of 
participants, whether it is to mobilise sedentary people to improve their health and 
wellbeing or to support regular participants to improve their performance. 

 
- Core skills required for employment or further study in sport such as 
communication, analysis, organisation and adaptation. 

 
 Study alongside other vocational qualifications or A-Levels. 

 
- Practically apply skills and knowledge in preparation for further study, 
apprenticeship or the workplace. 

 
- Professional, personal and social skills through interaction with clients, 
youngsters and peers while developing coaching skills, developing 
communication, problem solving, time management, research and analytical 
skills. 
 

 
Course Content:  Depending on whether completing the Extended Certificate (1 A-level equivalent) 

or the Diploma (2 A-level equivalent) the following units could be covered: 
 - Anatomy and Physiology (Exam) 
 - Fitness Training and Programming (Exam)  
 - Professional Development in the Sports Industry  
 - Sports Leadership 
 - Application of Fitness Testing 
 - Coaching for performance 
 - Sports Event Organisation  
 - Investigating Business in Sport and the Active Leisure Industry (Exam) 
 - Skill Acquisition in Sport  
 - Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport 

 
 
Assessment: 

As stated, the qualification has externally marked exams, as well as internally 
marked coursework which is then verified by Pearson moderators. 

 
For the Extended Certificate, there are two externally assessed exams with the 
rest of the course assessed via coursework, via written assignments, and witness 
statements for coaching and performance. 

 
For the Diploma, there are three externally assessed exams with the rest of the 
course assessed via coursework, via written assignments, and witness 
statements for coaching and performance. 
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Qualification: BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism 

 
Overview: You will study 4 units over the two years. Three of these units are mandatory and 

have to be studied and one is an optional unit. 

Mandatory Units: 

Unit 1 The World of Travel 

Unit 2 Global Destinations 

Unit 3 Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism 

Optional Unit: 

Unit 9 Visitor Attractions 
 

Course Content: Unit 1 The World of Travel 
 

The UK Travel and Tourism industry is growing and is of major importance to 
the economy. In this unit, you will explore the key components and scale of the 
Travel and Tourism industry, using data to analyse key trends and their impact. 
You will learn how different named organisations work together to benefit both 
themselves and their customers. 

Unit 2 Global Destinations 
 

Investigating and analysing information regarding the features and appeal of 
global destinations underpins this unit. You will also learn how to put together 
an itinerary and travel planning. The factors and trends affecting the changing 
popularity of global destinations will also be covered. 

Unit 3 Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism 
 

Marketing is an important focus for any successful organisation in travel 
and tourism where products, services and the expectations of customers 
are constantly changing. A successful business must have a strategy for 
understanding its customers and targeting them with a profitable offer. In this 
unit you will focus on how to develop a successful marketing plan for use by 
travel and tourism organisations to attract and engage customers. 

Unit 9 Visitor Attractions 
 

Visitor attractions can draw both domestic and overseas visitors by providing 
opportunities for relaxation, amusement and education. You will develop 
analytical skills as you investigate the nature and role of both built and natural 
visitor attractions, their commercial success, appeal, response to diverse visitor 
needs and the importance of delivering a memorable visitor experience. 

 
Assessment: Units 1 and 2 are externally assessed. Assessment will be a combination of 

written examinations and set tasks. Unit 3 and the Unit 9 are assessed by 
coursework assignments which are internally assessed. Graded Distinction*- 
Pass with equivalent UCAS points. 
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Notes
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